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For the past two hundred years, Western readers, young and old alike, have been transported to

the fabulous Orient by means of these remarkable stories, in which the everyday mingles on an

equal footing with the uncanny and the miraculous. Accompanying the text are illustrations by W.

Heath Robinson, which are themselves miracles of visual and imaginative sympathy.

Series: Everyman's Library Children's Classics Series

Hardcover: 368 pages

Publisher: Everyman's Library; 1st edition (May 11, 1993)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0679425330

ISBN-13: 978-0679425335

Product Dimensions:  6.4 x 1 x 8.3 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.3 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:     4.4 out of 5 stars       9 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #481,927 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #44 inÃ‚Â Books > Teens >

Science Fiction & Fantasy > Fantasy > Fairy Tales & Folklore > Country & Ethnic   #615

inÃ‚Â Books > Teens > Literature & Fiction > Classics   #934 inÃ‚Â Books > Teens > Science

Fiction & Fantasy > Fantasy > Myths & Legends

William Heath Robinson (1872-1944) was the youngest of the three artist sons of a wood engraver.

Born in Hornsey Rise, north London, he studied at Islington School of Art and briefly at the Royal

Academy Schools. His grandfather, Thomas Robinson, had been a bookbinder working in

Newcastle for the famous wood engraver, Thomas Bewick, and subsequently took up engraving

and illustrating himself. It is not surprising, therefore, that all three brothers Ã¢â‚¬â€œ Thomas,

Charles and William Ã¢â‚¬â€œ became book and magazine illustrators. William was still in his

twenties when he was commissioned, with other young artists Ã¢â‚¬â€œ Helen Stratton, A.D.

McCormick, A. L. Davis and A. E. Norbury Ã¢â‚¬â€œ to illustrate a collection of stories from The

Arabian Nights, published in 1899. William's contribution was by far the largest and the best,

demonstrating the beauty of line and composition that characterized his illustrations for other literary

classics. But now he is chiefly remembered for his humorous drawings and the weird contraptions

that gave his name to the English language for any mechanical device 'absurdly complicated in



design and having a simple function'. At the Memorial Exhibition after his death, one of his few

peers in comic drawing, Nicolas Bentley, compared him to Leonardo da Vinci, claiming that Heath

Robinson 'had the advantage of Leonardo, in that some of his inventions did at least look as if they

might have worked'.

Very well written, very close to the original version. Paper quality is superb. you can't ask for more.

It is for children and adult as well. >

My 10-year-old read this book in hours. He thought it was a great read and wanted a sequel. Then

my 13-year-old read it and loved it.

birthday gift and my granddaughter loved it. that was the whole point. i wanted to get her a gift she

loved and she was even impressed with the binding.

Wow, what a beautiful book. I love nicely bound books and the Everyman's Library editions are

some of the nicest I own. I don't think one can be disappointed with this book. If you already know

the story of Aladdin, Ali Baba and the 40 Thieves, etc and you're just looking for a nice edition, this

may be it. Now, it is not the complete 1001 night obviously but certainly contains a few of the more

recognizable stories. Also, the illustrations are quite beautiful as well.

This is a great quality hardcover. And a great price. A good addition to any library!

Nice book for youngsters - As advertised - Quick Ship - Recommend to all - Thank You!

Aladdin and Other Tales from the Arabian Nights (Everyman's Library... another item i bought long

ago and im wondering why it wasnt mentioned ot me years back to comment on-- some stories i

recall alibaba and the forty thieves but though theres aladan and the genie its so drastically different

than any movies animated or not the book version isnt good nor most of the stories -owens

This vast collection of folk tales from India and the Middle East known as "The Arabian Nights

Entertainments" or "The Thousand and One Nights" is a framework of many tales that were told

orally for centuries before finally being written down, so they are not attributed to any one author.

"The Story of Aladdin, or The Wonderful Lamp" takes up about the first hundred pages of this 346



page book, and the rest of the book is filled with other great stories and illustrations which feature

among others, "Sinbad the Sailor", "Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves", and "Prince Camaralzaman".

Overall this book was extremely well written and entertaining, and I would highly recommend it for

both children and adults alike. "The Story of Aladdin" is different in several ways from the Disney

version but I liked it just as much or more. It is still the story of a poor boy who falls in love with the

Sultan's daughter and with the assistance of a genie from a lamp wins her hand in marriage, but the

thing I was most surprised to learn in this book was that Aladdin was actually Chinese, rather then

Arabian as he is depicted in the movie. The Princess was also not called Jasmine, but Princess

Badroulboudour. The Sultan is still her father, but Disney combines three of the book's characters

(the African Magician, the Grand Vizier, and the Grand Vizier's son) to create their villain. There was

no "Abu" the monkey, no flying carpets, and Aladdin although lazy, was no thief. Additionally there

were several different types of genies in this book that inhabited quite a few things other then lamps.

Rather than the nice blue version which Robin Williams plays of a genie in the Disney movie, in this

book genies are considered to be big scary enslaved demons. Some also are more powerful than

others. Depending on how powerful your genie was, rather than being limited to just three wishes,

you could give him an endless amount of commands to carry out as long as you weren't ungrateful

for the benefit you received in return for them. I was also surprised to see that Aladdin had a mother

who played a big part in the story. From the movie you would think him to be an orphan. The tales of

"Sinbad the Sailor" reminded me of the Greek tragedies. The stories were very good, but Sinbad

seemed like a poor man's Odysseus from "The Odyssey" as he had to battle several monsters, and

overcome several misadventures in order to return home. Just like Odysseus he even has to fight a

Cyclops. I believe Sinbad takes seven trips in all and not once does he have a safe voyage. I would

have thought after the third time this happened that all of the other sailors would have thought him

to be a jinx and would have refused to have sailed with him, but for the sake of a good story I guess

you have to ignore this type of oversight. I also think he should have been called "Sinbad the

Merchant" rather than "Sinbad the Sailor" since he never actually sails any of these ships, but rather

just travels upon them. There is always more than one captain who does the actual sailing. In one of

the "Sinbad" stories when he is washed up on a desert island, just before he is about to die of thirst

and starvation he is rescued by a "King Mihrage". I'm curious if this is where the term "mirage"

originated from? There is also another Sinbad story in which the people he encounters have a

custom for their married couples in that if one of them dies before the other, they still bury the living

spouse with the dead one. I think this even covered in one of the Star Trek episodes I saw. I've

never actually read the story of "Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves" until now, but for some reason I



had always assumed Ali was the captain of the thieves. I was surprised to find out in the book that

he is just a poor man who stumbles upon the thieves hideout by accident in the story and that he is

just lucky they did not find and murder him for discovering their secret. The star of the story is

actually one of Ali's slave girls named Morgiana who saves Ali on several occasions by outsmarting

the thieves. There are four type of religions represented throughout this entire book. There are

Mussulmans (which if I'm not mistaken are a type of Muslim), Persians (who worship fire),

Christians and Jews. All of the main characters are Mussulmans. Since for the most part these are

mostly short stories I'm torn whether or not to include them on my listing of the greatest novels of all

time, but they certainly are worthy of note none the less.
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